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Weekly News from BBMS
 

June 6, 2020

Dear BBMS Families,

We hope this note finds your family safe and healthy amidst so much turbulence in
our world.  The news of Mr. Floyd's killing has shaken all of us and that impact
carries a tremendous weight into our community.  The pain we feel has deep
feelings and emotions and we would normally be able to find comfort and support
from others in a safe place; and for many, that safe place would be Bonnie Branch
Middle School.  Right now, that just isn't possible and we feel more distant than
ever from you, our students, and each other as staff members.  And as we reflect
on the events surrounding this terrible event, we hope that BBMS is that safe place
for you and your students.  And if it isn't, we hope that you will help us find a way to
improve our efforts so we can fully support each and every one of our students.

Included in this message are resources that you can use as a family.  Please reach
out to us if we can be a support to you, your student, or if you just want to talk.  

The HCPSS Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion shared many resources with
us this week. I have chosen some to share with you today as we begin, or
continue, our journey on supporting children and developing empathic citizens.

Beyond the Golden Rule ( beyond_golden_rule.pdf ) is a tremendous
resource from Teaching Tolerance. It is written for parents; however, the
information is significant to educators and how we communicate with our
students. 

There is an abundance of resources just waiting to empower you to be a
more effective player in the quest for equity and justice. Please use this plan
https://www.eddiemoorejr.com/21daychallenge just as it is, or adapt it to a
sector, an ethnic/racial group, or interest area. For 21 days, do one action to
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further your understanding of power, privilege, supremacy, oppression, and
equity. 

The following article helps parents learn how to support your children during
scary times by validating their feelings and having challenging
conversations.  With protests over the violent deaths of black Americans
dominating the news, it’s understandable that many kids are feeling scared,
confused or angry about the situation.  https://childmind.org/article/racism-
and-violence-how-to-help-kids-handle-the-news/

Thank you for reading my message and for acknowledging that there is pain and
suffering that is happening in our communities.  Thank you for taking the time to
read and reflect upon this text and thank you for supporting your students and
BBMS.  Together, we will be able to find a way to strengthen our community that
helps educate and empower each of our students to be successful, caring citizens.

Go Sharks.

Drew Cockley
Principal

 
Bonnie Branch Middle School | 4979 Ilchester Road Ellicott City, MD 21043 | (410) 313-2580 | 
bbms.hcpss.org

Howard County Public Schools would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from
our list, please contact Howard County Public Schools directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through
our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents,
students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FIBTvoapIzFeH8JeoM7QwAQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%~&data=02%7C01%7Cclaire_striebich%40hcpss.org%7C74567419a76543e6436408d80a7cf044%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637270879014608756&sdata=rOkVY167Cr6h%2FqtBEKwkZjMcS9vxF9MXKhk1ZTOL9F4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FWX8r9hJtORpJmCgAveBRiA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRgvW2aP0QWaHR0cDovL2JibXMuaGNwc3Mub3JnL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEcaOtxelCmgvlIaY2xhaXJlX3N0cmllYmljaEBoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=02%7C01%7Cclaire_striebich%40hcpss.org%7C74567419a76543e6436408d80a7cf044%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637270879014618746&sdata=eRjDBAT8xKGqehJSR3mkNp10tGLRfifqqpOXuO9m038%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F-Iz6SXnYWhef2dQnO57uow~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRgvW2aP0RVaHR0cHM6Ly9nby5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tLyMvdW5zdWJzY3JpYmUvNjExOC9ZMnhoYVhKbFgzTjBjbWxsWW1samFFQm9ZM0J6Y3k1dmNtY1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEcaOtxelCmgvlIaY2xhaXJlX3N0cmllYmljaEBoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=02%7C01%7Cclaire_striebich%40hcpss.org%7C74567419a76543e6436408d80a7cf044%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C637270879014618746&sdata=RGuoxx4xkTDQavkwFApz6macX5zVIW59O8Q84A8fYP4%3D&reserved=0

